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TREND 1.  Tourism Growth is NOT Slowing Down

International Tourist Arrivals Worldwide 
1990-2005 (millions)

458 464

503
519

550
565

597
611

635
652

697 693

715

691

760

800

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Gulf 
War

9/11 attacks

Bubble 
bursts

Millennium travel spike

SARS
& 

Iraq

War



TREND 2. Developing Countries are Getting a Bigger Share  TREND 2. Developing Countries are Getting a Bigger Share  
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TREND 3.  The Bank’s Perspective is EvolvingTREND 3.  The Bank’s Perspective is Evolving

1966-79 Economic Growth

1979-1980 Retrenchment

1980-90 Minimal Attention

1990-1999 Re-Emergence 
through Environmental 

and Cultural Preservation
2000 onwards – Relevance to 

Poverty Reduction 
• Project objectives linked to 

MDGs 

• Private sector growth strategies 
(e.g. Growth Poles)

• CDD approaches

• Focus on baseline data, growth 
diagnostics, benchmarking, 
results, sustainability

• Institutional support

• Coordinated approaches



TREND 4.  Client Demand is GrowingTREND 4.  Client Demand is Growing

• 80% of PRSPs cite tourism as a key growth opportunity

• The Bank Group is being approached for tourism advice and 
lending, to date 79 countries

• Sub-national governments are focusing on tourism as an 
opportunity for local economic growth 

• Ministries of Finance want economic growth from tourism 
assets



LESSON 1. Learn from SuccessesLESSON 1. Learn from Successes

In Many Developed Countries Tourism is a Proven Mechanism for 
Sustained Economic Development

But, it takes…

• Political will 

• Participatory planning (local, regional & national)

• Legal & regulatory environment that levels the field for investment 
& employment  

• Human resources at all skill levels   

• Investments from the public sector (infrastructure platform, public 
goods) 

• Private sector Investment

These are the areas for intervention in developing 
countries



LESSON 2.  Everybody Needs Access    LESSON 2.  Everybody Needs Access    

• For tourism to be a genuine tool for socio economic growth and 
poverty reduction,  people need access to:

• Land or a place to do business

• Finance or credit

• Skills

• Markets

These are areas where the Bank has the skills to help, because 
these are not that different to other economic sectors. 
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