
“Challenges of being Responsible”

The Blue Yonder - India



River Nila in Kerala, India



―it is as good as a desert. grass starts growing on the 

river bed, which is the beginning of the death of a river‖



• revive and regenerate the dying river

• nila in specific but rivers in general

• focusing on sustainable living

• document the cultural history

• provide a platform for likeminded 

partners

so 2003 we set up the foundation



taking responsibility

responding to our surroundings

to let the world know of our river

to share what we might lose forever

to support the passionate locals

to show that ordinary people can be change makers



pioneering responsible travel company in India 

www.theblueyonder.com



but why would someone come and 

see a dying river like this?



…so the focus of our holidays were about 

the unique river valley civilisation



preserving rich cultural heritage



promoting art forms like this helps preserve 
the local culture and provides supplementary 
sources of income to local communities



sensitised travellers and hosts: our approach 

ensures that the guest  and hosts are aware of each 

others culture and traditions so as to maintain the 

respect to each other.



focus on experience and exchanges



proud stake holders: all the activities that guests are 
engaged are owned, operated and managed by local 
communities



folk expressions: providing voice to people in the 
lowest strata of the society

ógoing back to rootsô



musical trail: tracing the unique percussion 
culture of river nila

exploring traditions



thoni cruise: providing alternative source 
of income for ex sand smugglers 

ódignityô



martial arts - kalaripayattu

„sustaining our tradition‟



day with the potters

„livelihood‟ / „my knowledge‟ 



400 year old heritage house kodeeri mana

alternative accommodation options like 
this provides regular income for families 

who are struggling to maintain their heritage properties





Common mistakes of CBT’s across the world





•Yes!

Challenge: Fighting the green washing!

•No!

Challenge : Creating your own market

Is there a market for Responsible Tourism?



value proposition

• responsible tourism:

“creating better places for people to live in and visit”

• matured originating markets in UK,  Europe, USA are 

moving towards Responsible Tourism

• vast untapped and growing travellers within India



sikkim: foray into another destination



invited by the communities



sunderbans learning curve



working with like minded people



spiti valley – invited by local communities



Up coming launch – Orissa and Tamilnadu



awards and recognitions

• 2006 Best 5 river journeys in India – Outlook Traveller 

• 2006 First Choice Responsible Tourism Award at World Travel 
Market in London : Honorable mention

• 2007 Condé Nast Traveler  World Savers Awards honorable mention

• 2008 Best Responsible Tourism website (top 3) – Travel Mole Asia



sense of pride:
This award was given to us by the communities we 
work with to acknowledge the changes that 
happened in the community after we started 
working with them



Set up a platform promoting Responsible properties

Set up International Centre for Responsible Tourism in India



only 1.6%  of GHG emission  

from flights



13% of GHG emissions is from Deforestation!

2 projects within 2 months

River Nila & Wayanad

increasing bio-diversity 

linking health initiatives

locals schools & volunteers 

as guardians of the forest



It‟s not just North-South Collaboration: Its „NEWS‟

―Seeing travellers from all over the world come to Kerala 

to plant trees must be interesting – and hopefully inspiring –

for the local people. 

For the travellers planting trees on the 

other side of the planet, could it be the 

same—an inspiration to take a closer look 

at the state of nature back home? 

The Travellers Forest project can 

be expanded, as participants return to their home 

countries with the seeds of inspiration—

just like Travellers Forest growing branches all over the 

world.‖



“Gokarna initiative” 

Launching 15 Dec 2008



Guardian UK

Times Online

Travel Mole

Outlook Traveller

ECO CLUB

BBC World 

The Hindu

New Indian Express

Deccan Herald Sunday 

Magazine

Live Mint –

Wall street journalM
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Krone & Kurier 



TBY initiated Responsible Tourism networking:

11 Nov 2008 - 1900 ABACUS BAR, BANK, London



www.theblueyonder.com

Responsibility comes from within


