“Challenges of being Responsible”

The Blue Yonder - India









@nilafoundation.org

so 2003 we set up the foundation

revive and regenerate the dying river
nila in specific but rivers in general
focusing on sustainable living
document the cultural history
provide a platform for likeminded
partners
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pioneering responsible travel company in India

www.theblueyonder.com



gt why would someone come and.~
see a dying river like this?
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...s0 the focus of our holidays were about
the unique ri{% valley civilisation
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preserving rich cultural heritage e
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sensitised trévellers and hosts: our approach
ensures that the guest and hosts are aware of each
others culture and traditions so as to maintain the

respect to each othea
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nartial arts - kalaripayattu
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‘sustaining our tradition’




‘livelihood’ / ‘my knowledge’
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Listen to music From River Mila ...documented by Kevin

Rushby 8Responsible Tourism Awards

at WTM London

accommodation | plan your trip | about us| media| puest says | nila foundation | policies | newsletter | we support| contact us

karnataka
kerala
sikkim
rajasthan
spiti valley
sunderbans
monsoon

join our group on
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Is there a market for Responsible Tourism?
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Yes!

Challenge: Fighting the green washing!
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Challenge : Creating your own market



value prop&h
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- responsible tourism: ¥ %

_creating better plac& for pécgpie to live'in and visit”
. atured‘orjgfinxn%etvin UK, Europe, USA are
#ffovi QtOWQ"’dS esponsible Tou'rii‘m \ |

ast untapped and'growing travellers within India/












~working with lie ind people




spiti valley - invited by local commynities
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awards and recognitions

. 2006 Best 5 river journeys in India - o]

e 2006 First Choice Responsible Tourism Award at World Travel
Market in London : Honorable mention,

e 2007 Condé Nast Traveler World Savers Awards hork ‘rable mention
o 2008 Best Responsible Tourism website (top 3) - Travel Mole Asia







Set up a platform promoting Responsible properties
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OH of

associortes

@icrtindia.org

Set up International Centre for Responsible Tourism in India



think « go climate conscious

atmosfair

only 1.6% of GHG emission
from flights



13% of GHG emissions Is from Deforestation!

¢
0/ 00 Oﬂ o 2 projects within 2 months

River Nila & Wayanad

Increasing bio-diversity

linking health initiatives

locals schools & volunteers
as guardians of the forest

bravelers
evest



It’s not just North-South Collaboration: Its ‘NEWS’

“Seeing travellers from all over the world come to Kerala
to plant trees must be interesting — and hopefully inspiring —
for the local people.

other side of the planet, could it be the

~
For the travellers planting trees on the W A 000/ o
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same—an inspiration to take a closer look &
at the state of nature back home?
The Travellers Forest project can ky aVQ“QY’S
be expanded, as participants return to their home

countries with the seeds of inspiration— Y@Sk
just like Travellers Forest growing branches all over the
world.”






Media on The Blue Yonder

Krone & Kurier

C@) TravelMole
THE ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR THE
TRAVEL AND TOURISM INDUSTRY

Guardian UK
Times Online

Travel Mole

Outlook Traveller

ECO CLUB

BBC World

The Hindu

New Indian Express
Deccan Herald Sunday
Magazine

Live Mint —

Wall street journal
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supported by UNWTO X(
The Global Event for the Travel Industry ii '6] Q" "%_»:-

wtm world
responsible
tourismday ¢

TBY initiated Responsible Tourism networking:
11 Nov 2008 - 1900 ABACUS BAR, BANK, London






